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QUICK FACTS

–  In 2014, 3.04 billion people did not have access to clean fuels 
and technologies for cooking. Approximately 85 percent of 
those without access live in just 20 high impact countries.

–    The share of the global population with access to clean fuels 
and technologies for cooking rose over 2012-14 from 56.5 
to 57.4 percent. But due to population growth the absolute 
population lacking access to clean cooking grew from 3.03 
billion to 3.04 billion over this period.  

–  Over 2012-14, Indonesia’s access rate rose by more than 
8 percent and Angola, Bhutan, the Maldives and Peru saw 
access rates grow by more than 4 percent.  In contrast, 
access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking declined in 
Afghanistan and Nigeria by about 1 percent a year in the same 
period.

–  Access rates can be as low as 22 percent in rural areas 
compared to highs of 78 percent in urban areas. Improved 
biomass cook stoves are supporting access in rural areas 
where natural gas distribution infrastructure does not yet 
exist. 

CONTEXT

–  Many countries showing improvements in access were natural 
gas producers, suggesting that domestic availability of this 
resource could be an advantage. 

–  As countries grow in wealth, clean fuels and technologies for 
cooking become more accessible. Access to clean cooking 
tends to be much higher as a country moves through the 
income bracket of $12,000 per capita. However, some 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East 
and East Asia are close to 90 percent access without being 
close to $12,000 per capita GDP. 

–  Countries that prioritize clean cooking solutions and pursue 
policies to do so, can and do see rapid progress. For example, 
Indonesia’s access rate rose by more than 8 percent over 2012-
14 linked to government interventions and economic growth. 
This included a government supported Indonesian Kerosene 
to Liquid Propane Gas (LPG) Conversion program that 
converted 56 million households and microbusinesses to LPG 
nationally between 2007 and 2014. A results-based financing 
framework - the Indonesia Clean Stove Initiative – was also 
launched. Informed by social and gender work, it focused 
on cook stove delivery and included an innovative stove-
testing method that incorporated local cooking practices and 
preferences.

–  Cooking with polluting fuels is a major global health issue, with 
the World Health Organization estimating in 2012 that some 
4.3 million premature deaths each year are linked to inhaling 
carbon monoxide and particulate matter from traditional 
biomass cook stoves, primarily among women and children. 
Switching to clean fuels, typically LPG, or adopting advanced 
combustion cook stoves that burn biomass more cleanly and 
efficiently, can reduce exposure to such risks.

–  Under the 2016 World Energy Outlook’s New Policy Scenario, 
around 2.3 billion people across Africa and Asia are projected 
to continue to rely on traditional uses of biomass for cooking 
in 2030. 
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Sources: International Energy Agency (IEA) and the World Bank. 2017. “Progress Towards Sustainable Energy: Global Tracking Framework 2017” (April), World Bank, Washington, DC. WHO (2016), 
“Burning Opportunity: Clean Household Energy for Health, Sustainable Development, and Wellbeing of Women and Children,” World Health Organization, Geneva.

http://gtf.esmap.org
http://www.who.int/indoorair/en/
https://www.se4all-africa.org/
http://seforall.org/hubs/regional/apac
http://www.iadb.org/en/topics/energy/se4allamericas/home,17743.html
http://cleancookstoves.org/
https://www.wlpga.org
http://www.glpgp.com
https://www.iea.org/topics/energypoverty/
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Notes: 1. The dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the 
parties. 2. This map was produced by SEforALL. It is based on the UN Map of the World, which can be found here: http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/world.pdf. The boundaries, 
colors, denominations and any other information shown on this map do not imply, on the part of SEforALL, any judgment on the legal status of any territory or any endorsement or acceptance of such 
boundaries.

Sources: International Energy Agency (IEA) and the World Bank. 2017. “Progress Towards Sustainable Energy: Global Tracking Framework 2017” (April), World Bank, Washington, DC. Data extracted 
from http://gtf.esmap.org/ on 06/20/2017.
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