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SE4All Workshop on Water-Energy-Food Nexus  
 
Theme: Water-Energy-Food Nexus - Responding to Emerging Needs and Opportunities 
Date: February 22, 2016 
Host & Location: Hungarian Embassy, Bankgasse 4-6, 1010, Vienna, Austria 
 
Background: 
In September 2015, world leaders formally adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
including 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 associated targets which are aimed at 
stimulating action over the next 15 years in areas of critical importance for a more equitable and 
sustainable world. The strong linkages between the SDGs underlines the notion that progress on each 
goal will be critical for progress on others, with increasing understanding for the implementation of the 
SDGs through an integrated framework that demands close collaboration at all levels of governance. As 
a result, the water-energy-food nexus has emerged as a crucial policy and governance approach for 
integrated planning and implementation of the SDGs. 
 
The purpose of the workshop is to stimulate dialogue on the centrality of the energy agenda and the 
cross-cutting implications for the SDGs and explore opportunities to operationalize the water-energy-
food nexus. The output of the workshop will be useful for the SE4All strategy and business plan for 2016 
– the year which marks the beginning of implementation of the SDGs and the Paris Agreement.  
 
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) proposed a global partnership programme on capacity development 
to facilitate inter-sector coordination through technical assistance and advisory services. A key aspect of 
that proposal is the Technical Assistance Programme to Strengthen Inter-sector Coordination (TAPSIC). 
The objective of TAPSIC is to operationalize the nexus approach by strengthening human and 
institutional capacity to facilitate inter-sector co-ordination. 
 
The workshop will focus on the following: 
 

 Emerging opportunities – exploring ways to develop a concrete framework to anchor emerging 
opportunities such as TAPSIC within the SE4All High Impact Opportunities (HIOs) 

 Means of implementation (action agenda) – realities, challenges, response strategies; 
 Mobilizing resources – exploring the possibility of a call for funding 
 Strengthening partnerships – the private sector, civil society and the public sector; 

 
Partners of the Nexus HIO are leading and inspiring action through integrated approaches on key 
opportunity areas that present opportunities for synergy on several cross-cutting development themes 
on the SDGs. The workshop will provide ideas to further strengthen the partnership framework of the 
Nexus HIO and mobilize resources to scale up actions on the water-energy-food nexus. 
 
The workshop will bring together about 20-30 technical experts from international development 
organizations, as well as representatives from the private and public sectors, civil society and academia. 
The event is structured mainly around interactive discussions, with the possibility to engage partners on 
exploring ways of scaling up nexus actions to achieve desired outcomes. 
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AGENDA1: 

  9:30 – 10:00    Arrival/Coffee  

10:00 – 10:05    Welcome remarks: H.E. Ambassador Karoly Dan 

10:05 – 10:45  Setting the Scene 

 Background and scope of the workshop, approach, expectations and  potential 
outputs/outcomes – Mr. Paul T. Yillia, SE4All  

 Presentation: The cross-cutting nature of the SDGs – emerging opportunities for 
operationalizing the water-energy-food nexus  – Prof. András Szölösi-Nagy  

 

10:45 – 12:45  Session I: Discussion Session on partner experiences  

Session Chair: Mr. Olivier Dubois, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); Co-Chair of 

the SE4All High Impact Opportunity (HIO) on the Water-Energy-Food Nexus  

 What are the realities, needs and challenges in the countries partners operate? 

 How can the SE4All Nexus HIO respond to the needs and challenges?   
 
12:45 – 14:00  Lunch 
 
14:00 – 15:30  Session II: Discussion Session on identifying emerging opportunities 

Session Chair: (TBD) German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ); Co-Chair of the SE4All High Impact Opportunity on the Water-

Energy-Food Nexus  

 What opportunities are emerging on the water-energy-food nexus? 

 Presentation: SE4All initiative on Technical Assistance Programme to Strengthen 
Inter-sector Coordination (TAPSIC) - Mr. Paul T. Yillia, SE4All 

 Exploring the possibility to develop a concrete framework to anchor emerging 
opportunities within the SE4All Nexus HIO 

 
15:30 – 15:45  Coffee break 
 
15:45 – 17:45  Session III: Synthesis of Sessions I & II – Developing key elements for action 

Session Chair: Mr. Martin Hiller, Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Partnership 

(REEEP) 

 Mobilizing resources – exploring the possibility of a call for funding 

 Mobilizing additional partnerships, including the private sector, civil society and 
the public sector 

 Key message from the workshop (short communication) 
 

17:45 – 18:00 Closing remarks – Ms. Rachel Kyte, SRSG & CEO, SE4All 

18:00 – 19:00 Networking Reception 


