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ELECTRICITY



DESPITE ACCELERATING PROGRESS, THE WORLD IS STILL NOT 
ON TRACK TO REACH UNIVERSAL ELECTRIFICATION BY 2030
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EXPONENTIAL GROWTH IN SOLAR ELECTRICITY IS STILL 
CONCENTRATED IN A SMALL GROUP OF COUNTRIES
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ALTHOUGH 1 BILLION PEOPLE STILL LACK ELECTRICITY WORLDWIDE,  
AFRICA’S ACCESS DEFICIT BEGAN TO FALL FOR THE FIRST TIME
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A HANDFUL OF EAST AFRICAN COUNTRIES STAND OUT                                    
AS DRIVING AFRICA’S IMPROVED PERFORMANCE

Source: World Bank



CLEAN COOKING



PROGRESS ON CLEAN COOKING REMAINS VERY SLOW,                             
LEAVING THE 2030 TARGET EVER FURTHER OUT OF REACH 
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SDG 7.1.2 Clean Cooking
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Source: WHO



WITH 3 BILLION PEOPLE STILL LACKING ACCESS WORLDWIDE,                  
AFRICA’S CLEAN COOKNG DEFICIT CONTINUES TO GROW 
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FEW COUNTRIES ARE MAKING RAPID PROGRESS,                                          
WHILE MANY HAVE SEEN ACCESS DECLINE SINCE 2010

Source: WHO



RENEWABLES



PROGRESS ON INCREASING GLOBAL RENEWABLE ENERGY SHARE 
REMAINS MODEST RATHER THAN SUBSTANTIAL

SDG 7.2 Renewable Energy
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STRONG GROWTH IN RENEWABLE SHARE OF ELECTRICITY HAS YET TO 
BE MATCHED BY HIGHER CONSUMING TRANSPORT AND HEAT SECTORS
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Renewable

Modern 
renewable

CHALLENGING FOR RENEWABLES TO KEEP PACE WITH GROWTH IN 
ENERGY CONSUMPTION, EXCEPT FOR MODERN RENEWABLES

Evolution of energy consumption 
(1990=100)

Total

Source: IEA & UNSD



MANY COUNTRIES HAVE SEEN THEIR RENEWABLE ENERGY SHARES 
FALL SINCE 2010, FEW ARE PROGRESSING RAPIDLY

Source: IEA & UNSD



EFFICIENCY
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PROGRESS ON REDUCING GLOBAL ENERGY INTENSITY HAS ACCELERATED 
SIGNIFICANTLY BUT STILL FALLS SHORT OF 2030 TARGET
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Source: IEA & UNSD



GLOBAL GDP GREW MUCH FASTER THAN TOTAL PRIMARY ENERGY 
SUPPLY, DEMONSTRATING THE EFFECT OF ‘UNCOUPLING’

Evolution of GDP and energy use
(1990=100)
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RAPID PROGRESS IN REDUCING INDUSTRIAL ENERGY INTENSITY NEEDS 
TO BE MATCHED IN OTHER KEY CONSUMING SECTORS

Share of total final energy consumption 
by end-use sector

Improvement in energy intensity                                    
by end-use sector (2010-15)

12%
Freight 

Transport
Industry

32%

Residential
24%

Passenger 
Transport

18%

Freight 
Transport

Residential

Passenger  

Transport

Industry

Source: IEA & UNSD



ENERGY INTENSITY IS FALLING RAPIDLY IN MANY COUNTRIES,BUT 
CONTINUES TO RISE IN A SIGNIFICANT SUBSET

Source: IEA & UNSD



PROJECTIONS
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UNDER CURRENT AND PLANNED POLICIES, THE WORLD FALLS SHORT OF 
ACHIEVING ALL SDG 7 TARGETS

SDG 7.1: Energy access SDG 7.2: Renewable energy SDG 7.3: Energy intensity

Source: IEA World Energy Outlook, 2017
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AMBITIONS NEED TO ACCELERATE TO ACHIEVE ALL GOALS

The IEA’s Sustainable Development Scenario maps an integrated path to energy for all, 

mitigating climate change & reducing local air pollution 

SDG 7.1: Energy access SDG 7.2: Renewable energy SDG 7.3: Energy intensity
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